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MATEUSZ JAEGER, JACEK TOMCZYK, JACEK WRZESINSKI

25 years of Funeralia — An Introduction

for the 25* time. Originally known as the

Lednica Funeralia (Funeralia Lednickie),
the meetings are now held under the name
Gniezno Funeralia (Funeralia Gnieznieriskie).
This exceptionally long-running conference se-
ries in Poland constitutes a dialogue between
representatives of two leading disciplines — ar-
chaeology and anthropology. However, scholars
from other fields are also invited to participate,
including historical, biological and natural sci-
ences, philosophy, linguistics, as well as physics

I n 2025, the conference “Funeralia” was held

and chemistry.

When, in 1992, the results of research on an
early medieval cemetery in Dziekanowice were
presented, probably no one imagined that this
scholarly meeting would evolve into a series
of systematic conferences devoted to cemetery
and burial research, regardless of period or
cultural context. And yet, nearly every meet-
ing in Poznan — formal or informal — ended
with discussions about creating a forum for
the exchange of experience in the excavation,
analysis, interpretation, and publication of
cemetery research. Bozena and Wojciech Dzie-
duszycki from the then Institute of the History
of Material Culture of the Polish Academy of
Sciences (now the Institute of Archaeology and

Ethnology) in Poznan were particularly strong
advocates of such meetings. Participants also
included, among others, Michat Brzostowicz,
Tomasz Kasprowicz, and Maciej Przybyt, with
occasional participation by Henryk Mamzer
and Anna Wrzesiriska.

After many discussions and much encour-
agement, a meeting of researchers of necropo-
lises finally took place in 2000. It was held on
Ostréw Lednicki and devoted to atypical graves
and burials found in various cultures and not
easily subjected to clear, unambiguous inter-
pretation. Such burials are often described as
“witch burials,” and this was the title of the
meeting — “Witches.”

Ostréw Lednicki, an island where an early
medieval stronghold with a palace complex as-
sociated with the beginnings of the Polish state
once stood, was also a burial place from the 11"
to the 14™ centuries. As a venue for discussions
on cemetery research, Ostréw Lednicki gave
rise to the name Lednica Funeralia.

The Museum of the First Piasts at Lednica,
which exercises scholarly supervision over the
island, hosted the funerary conferences. Until
2018, the Museum (one of the co-organizers)
held the annual conferences, with the perma-
nent conference venue being a historic granary
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within the former manorial complex, adapted
for museum use from 1994 onward'.

The need for a direct discussion and ex-
change of experience between archaeologists
and anthropologists studying cemeteries, graves
and burials was quickly recognized by represen-
tatives of both disciplines. On the anthropolog-
ical side, this included groups associated with
the Institute of Anthropology of the University
of Wroctaw (now represented by the Wroclaw
University of Environmental and Life Sciences)
and the Institute of Anthropology at Adam
Mickiewicz University in Poznan. Archaeolo-
gists were primarily members of the Poznar
branch of the Scientific Association of Polish
Archacologists. From the start, both substan-
tive and organizational support was provided
by successive presidents of the Poznari branch
of the Association (Tadeusz Makiewicz, Hanna
Kéc¢ka-Krenz, Henryk Machajewski) as well as
by chairs of the Polish Anthropological Society
(Danuta Kornafel, Maria Kaczmarek, Krzysztof
Szostek, Jacek Tomezyk).

From the beginning, everyone was aware
that papers presented at the meetings should
be published. However, finding a suitable
publisher and funding proved difficult. Initial
support came from friends, with help from the
company Akme—Zdzistaw Wisniewski and from
Wojtek Fabisiak’s colleague at the S. Duna-
jewski Sleza Museum in Sobétka. Thanks to
them, it was possible to publish the proceed-
ings of the 2" and 4 conferences. The third
meeting was never published as a standalone
volume. From the fifth Funeralia onward, with
a unified graphic design prepared by Monika
Sniedziewska and Tomasz Lerczak, the volumes
were published regularly each year until the
outbreak of the pandemic. For many years,
significant financial support was provided by
the Greater Poland Provincial Conservator
of Monuments (Aleksander Starzynski, later
Jolanta Goszczyiska), as well as by friendly

donors. Occasionally, funding was also ob-
tained from the Marshal’s Office of the Greater
Poland Voivodeship. All these individuals and
institutions made it possible to systematically
publish articles in successive volumes reflecting
the May funerary discussions.

From volume 6 onward, the texts were peer-
reviewed. The first reviewer was the anthro-
pologist Prof. Jan Strzatko, joined in volume
7 by the archaeologist Prof. Henryk Mamzer.
After the death of Prof. Strzatko, the reviewer of
subsequent volumes became the anthropologist
Prof. Krzysztof Borystawski. Today, the group
of reviewers has expanded and includes an-
thropologists, archacologists, and historians.
The funerary conference took place annu-
ally without interruption until the pandemic,
which halted or slowed virtually all scholarly
activity, including conferences and public
gatherings.

Resuming meetings and publications after
the pandemic was not easy. Although the Pol-
ish Anthropological Society secured a grant
to organize subsequent Funeralia, pandemic
restrictions prevented the organization of any
meeting. The conference dates were post-
poned twice. Additional difficulties arose due
to changes at the Museum that had previously
hosted the conferences. Reorganization of the
institution — particularly the construction of
a new museum pavilion — resulted in the gra-
nary, the former conference hall, being taken
out of use and adapted to house elements of an
exhibition transferred from a decommissioned
and completely rebuilt former exhibition build-
ing (a former manorial barn that no longer met
safety standards for archaeological artifacts).

Fortunately, Funeralia found a new venue.
The Institute of European Culture at Adam
Mickiewicz University in Gniezno (thanks to
the goodwill of Leszek Mrozewicz and Mateusz
Jaeger) became a co-organizer of the conference
and made its facilities available. Thus, after the

! In Poland, during the Tadeusz Mazowiecki government, a law was passed in 1990, and appropriate legal provi-
sions were introduced in 1991, allowing for the liquidation of state-owned farms. State-owned farms (PGRs)
were enterprises that, under socialist conditions, were intended to ensure Poland’s self-sufficiency in food
production and, at the same time, to be the foundation of socialism in rural areas after World War II. After
1990, some of them were privatized, companies were established, others were sold, and even parcelled out.



pandemic break, the 21* Funeralia took place
in Gniezno under the modified name Lednica—
Gniezno Funeralia, and from the 23" edition
onward, the series adopted the name Gniezno
Funeralia.

In its new incarnation, Funeralia also gained
permanent media patronage from the magazine
Archeologia Zywa. The initiative for this patron-
age came from the then editor-in-chief Pawet
Konczewski and has since been continued by
Radostaw Biel.

We now present to readers the proceedings
of the 25 meeting — “25 Years Have Passed.
Grave — Human — Environment. Gniezno
Funeralia, Meeting 257, which held at the
Institute of European Culture in Gniezno on
14-15 May 2025. During the conference,
33 papers and 9 posters were presented. In ad-
dition, workshops were held throughout the
conference, allowing participants to become
acquainted with bone material scanning, 3D
visualization techniques, and multidimensional
measurement possibilities. The conference was
attended by over 80 participants. Alongside
the Polish Anthropological Society and the In-
stitute of European Culture, the Museum of
the Origins of the Polish State in Gniezno was
also a co-organizer. The President of the City
of Gniezno acted as patron of this edition of
Funeralia and also provided financial support
for its organization.

The volume presented here contains 33 texts
reflecting the discussions that took place during
the May 2025 meeting.

'The volume opens with a paper by the late
Jacek Wozny discussing the use of theory in
studies of human death, based on selected texts
from previous Funeralia publications. Next,
Krzysztof Borystawski, as well as Agata Bie-
siecka together with Zbigniew Kubiatowski,
drawing on their experience and observations,
present visions of cooperation between archae-
ology and anthropology in cemeteries research.
Subsequent contributions, through individ-
ual case studies, present authors’ approaches
to the relationship between humans and the
environment (very broadly defined) across a
wide chronological span — from the Neolithic
through the Hallstatt period to modern times.

Neolithic Catalhdyiik provides an excellent
example of changes in funerary practices in
the context of socio-cultural and environmen-
tal transformations within a local community
(Katarzyna Harabasz, Arkadiusz Marciniak).
Analysis of the settlement complex at Brzo-
za (barrow cemetery, flat graves, settlement)
points to social inequalities sanctioned through
the sacred and based on violence (Tomasz
Gralak). The cemetery at Mastomecz provides
data illustrating the expansion of the Goths;
analyses of archaeological material and DNA
revealed population diversity, areas of origin,
and extensive contacts (Andrzej Kokowski).
Analysis of Roman-period cemeteries in the
Sudetes suggests that necropolises were estab-
lished in less accessible and previously uninhab-
ited areas (Marcin Bohr). Andrzej P. Kowalski
compares archaeological data on disturbed
Roman-period graves with ancient historical
and literary sources as well as linguistic data
on Germanic customs.

The article by Nina Tarasow and Paulina
Dudek presents current research on strontium
isotope levels in Poland across different periods,
indicating possibilities for further inference
about past populations. Maciej Karczewski,
based on detailed analyses of cremation cem-
eteries in the Masurian Lake District, discusses
interpretive possibilities regarding the natural
landscape and environment of the Bogaczewo
culture. Several subsequent papers concern the
carly Middle Ages. Jacek Bojarski analyzes rela-
tionships between cemeteries and settlements
in the context of cultural change and commu-
nity responses to the introduction of Christi-
anity. A team of authors (Barbara Wasowicz,
Ingrida Domarkiené, Magda Miciak, Marta
Rychtarska) analyzes graves suggesting pos-
sible family relationships at the cemetery in
Giecz using archaeological, anthropological,
and genetic methods. Reanalysis of artifacts
from the cemetery at Lutomiersk — debated for
over 80 years — led Leszek Gardeta to conclude
that there is no evidence for a “Scandinavian”
population at this necropolis.

Marek Florek examines the position and
significance of cemeteries in the region of ear-
ly medieval Sandomierz. Tomasz Kurasiniski
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